
How to Successfully Transfer Schools: A Guide for College Students 
 
Transferring to a new college can be a daunting process, but it can also provide a fresh start 
and new opportunities. Whether you're seeking a better academic fit, a different social 
environment, or other personal reasons, understanding the transfer process is crucial for a 
smooth transition. Here’s a guide to help you navigate transferring schools and ensure your 
credits transfer successfully. 
 
Reasons to Transfer Schools 
 
Students transfer schools for various reasons, including: 
 

• Academic Programs: Seeking a school with stronger programs or better resources in 
your field of study. 

• Location: Wanting to be closer to home, in a different city, or in a more favorable climate. 

• Social Environment: Looking for a different campus culture, size, or extracurricular 
opportunities. 

• Financial Considerations: Finding a more affordable option or better financial aid 
packages. 

• Personal Circumstances: Changes in family, health, or personal life that necessitate a 
move. 
 

Steps to Transfer Schools 
 
Research Potential Schools 
 

• Identify Criteria: Determine what you're looking for in a new school, such as academic 
programs, campus culture, location, and cost. 

• Visit Campuses: If possible, visit the campuses of schools you're considering to get a 
feel for the environment and resources. 
 

Check Transfer Policies 
 

• Admission Requirements: Review the transfer admission requirements, including GPA, 
application deadlines, and required materials. 

• Credit Transfer Policies: Understand the school’s policy on transferring credits. Some 
schools may only accept credits from certain accredited institutions or specific courses. 
 

Meet with an Academic Advisor 
 

• Current Advisor: Discuss your plans with your current academic advisor to understand 
how the transfer might impact your academic progress. 

• Prospective School Advisor: Contact an advisor at the prospective school to discuss 
transfer credits, degree requirements, and any other concerns. 
 

Prepare Your Application 
 

• Application Form: Complete the application form for the new school. Most schools have 
specific forms for transfer students. 



• Transcripts: Request official transcripts from your current school and any previous 
institutions. 

• Letters of Recommendation: Obtain letters of recommendation if required. 

• Personal Statement: Write a personal statement explaining your reasons for transferring 
and how the new school fits your academic and personal goals. 
 

Submit Financial Aid Applications 
 

• FAFSA: Update your FAFSA to include the new school’s code to be considered for 
federal financial aid. 

• Institutional Aid: Apply for financial aid directly through the new school, and inquire about 
scholarships for transfer students. 
 

Receive Admission Decision 
 

• Acceptance: If accepted, review the admission packet carefully. Pay attention to 
deadlines for confirming your acceptance and any next steps. 

• Transfer Credits Evaluation: Review the transfer credit evaluation provided by the new 
school to see which credits have been accepted and how they apply to your new 
program. 
 

Finalize Your Plans 
 

• Notify Current School: Inform your current school of your decision to transfer and 
complete any necessary paperwork for withdrawal. 

• Housing Arrangements: If applicable, arrange for housing at the new school. 

• Orientation and Registration: Attend orientation for transfer students and register for 
classes at your new school. 
 

Ensuring Your Credits Transfer 
 

• Course Equivalency Guides: Many schools provide course equivalency guides that show 
how courses from other institutions transfer. 

• Syllabi and Course Descriptions: Be prepared to provide syllabi and detailed course 
descriptions for classes you have completed. This helps the new school determine 
course equivalency. 

• Credit Evaluation Appeal: If some of your credits do not transfer, inquire about the 
appeal process. You may need to provide additional documentation or meet with 
department heads to make your case. 
 

Tips for a Smooth Transition 
 

• Stay Organized: Keep copies of all application materials, transcripts, and 
correspondence with both your current and prospective schools. 

• Maintain Academic Performance: Continue to perform well academically at your current 
school, as your grades will impact your transfer application. 

• Connect with Transfer Student Services: Utilize the resources available for transfer 
students at your new school, such as academic advising, counseling, and transfer 
student organizations. 



• Stay Positive: Transferring can be a stressful process, but staying organized and 
maintaining a positive attitude can make the transition smoother. 

 
Transferring to a new college requires careful planning and organization, but it can lead to a 
better academic and personal fit. By understanding the transfer process, meeting with advisors, 
ensuring your credits transfer, and staying organized, you can successfully navigate this 
transition and make the most of your new opportunities. Good luck with your transfer journey! 
 


