
Should You Go to Grad School? A Guide for Upper-Level College Students 
 
Deciding whether to attend graduate school is a significant decision that can shape your future 
career and personal growth. For upper-level college students, this choice involves considering 
your career goals, academic interests, and the potential benefits of advanced education. This 
article aims to help you navigate this decision, prepare for graduate school, and understand the 
application process. 
 
Deciding If Grad School Is Right for You 
 
1. Assess Your Career Goals: Evaluate whether your desired career path requires or benefits 
significantly from a graduate degree. Some professions, such as law, medicine, academia, and 
certain research fields, necessitate advanced degrees. Others may value work experience more 
highly than additional academic credentials. 
 
2. Passion for the Subject: Consider your interest and passion for the subject you plan to study. 
Graduate school requires a deep commitment and a genuine interest in the field. If you are 
excited about delving deeper into your area of study and contributing to its body of knowledge, 
grad school may be a good fit. 
 
3. Financial Considerations: Evaluate the financial implications of attending graduate school. 
This includes tuition costs, potential student loans, and the opportunity cost of lost income while 
studying. Research funding opportunities such as scholarships, grants, and assistantships that 
can help mitigate costs. 
 
4. Career Advancement: Determine if a graduate degree will significantly enhance your career 
prospects, salary potential, and job satisfaction. Speak with professionals in your field and seek 
advice from mentors and academic advisors. 
 
5. Work Experience: Consider gaining work experience before applying to grad school. Practical 
experience can provide clarity about your career goals and make you a more competitive 
applicant. Some graduate programs prefer or require applicants to have relevant work 
experience. 
 
Tips for Preparation 
 
1. Research Programs: Thoroughly research graduate programs that align with your academic 
and career goals. Consider factors such as faculty expertise, program curriculum, location, 
reputation, and available resources. 
 
2. Strengthen Your Academic Record: Maintain a strong GPA, particularly in courses related to 
your intended field of study. Engage in research projects, internships, or relevant extracurricular 
activities to build a robust academic and professional profile. 
 
3. Build Relationships with Faculty: Establish connections with professors who can provide 
mentorship and write strong letters of recommendation. Participate in class discussions, seek 
advice during office hours, and express your interest in their research. 
 
4. Gain Relevant Experience: Seek out internships, part-time jobs, volunteer opportunities, or 
research positions in your field of interest. Practical experience can strengthen your application 
and provide valuable insights into your career goals. 



 
5. Prepare for Standardized Tests: Determine if your desired programs require standardized 
tests such as the GRE, GMAT, LSAT, or MCAT. Allocate sufficient time to study, take practice 
tests, and improve your scores. 
 
Steps to Apply and Enter Grad School 
 
1. Identify Programs: Create a list of graduate programs that align with your goals. Consider 
applying to a mix of reach, match, and safety schools to maximize your chances of acceptance. 
 
2. Understand Requirements: Review the application requirements for each program. Common 
requirements include transcripts, letters of recommendation, a personal statement, a resume or 
CV, standardized test scores, and a writing sample or portfolio. 
 
3. Request Transcripts and Recommendations: Request official transcripts from your 
undergraduate institution. Ask professors, employers, or mentors for letters of recommendation 
well in advance, providing them with sufficient information about your goals and achievements. 
 
4. Write a Personal Statement: Craft a compelling personal statement that outlines your 
academic background, research interests, career goals, and reasons for pursuing a graduate 
degree. Tailor your statement to each program, highlighting why you are a good fit. 
 
5. Prepare a Resume or CV: Create a resume or CV that highlights your academic 
achievements, relevant experience, skills, and extracurricular activities. Focus on experiences 
that demonstrate your readiness for graduate study. 
 
6. Submit Applications: Complete and submit applications by the deadlines specified by each 
program. Ensure that all required materials are included and proofread your documents for 
accuracy and clarity. 
 
7. Prepare for Interviews: Some programs may require an interview as part of the application 
process. Practice common interview questions, prepare to discuss your research interests, and 
demonstrate your enthusiasm for the program. 
 
8. Consider Financial Aid: Apply for financial aid, scholarships, grants, and assistantships to 
help fund your graduate education. Research funding opportunities provided by the programs 
you are applying to and external sources. 
 
9. Make a Decision: After receiving acceptance letters, carefully evaluate each program based 
on factors such as curriculum, faculty, location, cost, and career prospects. Visit campuses if 
possible and speak with current students and faculty. 
 
10. Prepare for Transition: Once you have accepted an offer, start preparing for the transition to 
graduate school. This includes arranging housing, registering for classes, and familiarizing 
yourself with the program’s requirements and resources. 
 
Deciding whether to attend graduate school is a multifaceted decision that requires careful 
consideration of your career goals, academic interests, and personal circumstances. By 
thoroughly researching programs, preparing effectively, and understanding the application 
process, you can make an informed decision and take the necessary steps to advance your 



education and career. Graduate school can be a rewarding and transformative experience that 
opens doors to new opportunities and personal growth. 


